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DIAMONDS
-
What thoy Are, Where they Come From
and Who Own Thom—White, Binek,
Green, and Biue Diamonds—Peculior
Blatories of Anclent and Modorn Gemsy
—Peerlcan Purily wversns Parishable
Paste~How Dinmonds are Valued—The
Biamond Mines of Goloonda and Brazil
—Kohinor, thé Mountain of Light—
The Lewser Brilllants of our Ball-rooms
and Parlors—A Glance into the Realms
of Fashion,

The dinmond i a orystallised gewm, of all
Jewels the most sstonmed. Physioally con-
siderad, it is the hardest of all” known sub-
slances, It cuts everything, and can be cut by
»sothing save itself or its own dust.

The uxternal cont of the diamond is said to
be harder than the fnternal; the hardness of
ihe latter being rated at 10, and the former at
106 or 11, The specific gravity of the Bra-
illan diamond is estimated at $-444; of ‘the
Brasilian yellow at 3519 : of the Oriental,
30621 Oriental green, 3-624; Orfental blue,
3026, The orystal of the diamond is octahe-
dre‘ll in form, resembling two four-sided pyra-

mids joined at the base. The crystal has
eleavage planes which facilitate its cutting.
Some varictios of the regular erystalline form
have been observed approaching to the sploer
eal, with curved edges, ete.

The diatuond is not acted npon by acids o
alkalies. It can, however, bs noted upon hy
heat, It can be destroyed by a Bunsen's
battery or & condensed mixture of carbonie
oxide and oxvgen, resolved Into a sort of coke
and sublimed. In the air it burns at gdbont
the degroe of heat necessary to melt sllver
and gives off carbonie gas,
some doubts ag to the inflammability of the
diamond. Newton, however, from its gron
refractive power, inferred its ocowmbustibility,
In the year 1695 it was burnt at Florenee by n
powerful concentrition of the golar rays, Sir
Humphrey Davy, the French savant Lavoisier,
and others, also proved its combustibility.

The phosphoresconce of the diamond has
also been assertod, though, we believe, nover
absolotely ascertained. Tiflany & Co. some
years ago made some experiments on this sule-
Jeot, but only succeeded in-l'\:&lro_\-i"g thinip
diamonds, The diamond is one of the most
powerful refractors of light known, Jt pos.
Beuses vingle (and be g supposed 1o pos-
sess double) refraotion. It is to this quality
that the superior hrilliancy of the gem i dae;
while, as it is 80 hard, it likewise retains its
lustre. When rubbed it becomes elestrioal,
and attracts straw and hair—a pyoperty whicly,
it is said, no other nnent gem possasaes,  The
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dinmond ghines more brilliantly by artilicial
than by natural light. It can be readily
broken. The mwost singular faet about the

diamond is, ]u.-T'h:g:-k. its ohemicnl « .11||I|n-aitif|1].
which 18 simply that of erystallized carbon or
coal, just as the raby is mere erystallized
clay. The most beautiful, it i8 also the most
simple of substances, and clogely allied to the
most unattractive, What is still more sin-
gular, though the diasmond can be resolved
into carbon, carbon camnot be resolved into
the diamond. Mons, Despretz, Profesgors Haro
and Silliman, and many other learned men,
have attempted this Intter feat, but hoave all
been unsuceessful, which is a very lncky thing
for the owners of dimmonds, or slse their pro-
perty would soon be comparatively valueless.
VABRIKTIES,

Diamonds are generally colorless or white,
but there are many volored dinmonds, The
mnon-colored gems are called of the “first
water," from their resemblanee to & mass of

spring water, and are the most highly
esteemed. Then there are the rose-colored

diamonds, which are high in valogs; then
the green dipmond, and then the blue. The
yellow or cinnamon-colored dismonds gre not
8o much in demand as 'hoge vavieties just
“""-'u{i“.f.ml. There are also diamonds whioh,
‘..unuph pure, are perfectly black, Diamonds
are also techinienlly divided into three classes,
determined by their cuiting and setting, as
the brilliant or Magarine, the rose, and the
table. These will be degeribed more fully
hereafter.
SOURCRES.

The earliest dinmmonds wera found in Asia—
Borneo, Bengal, and Goleonda, iu Hindostan,
Within a comparatively recent period (hey
hiave been derived from DBrazil. They lave
also been found in Siberia, and to 4 very gmull
degree in Georgin and Northi Carolina. Dia-
monds are often fonnd along with gold in ally-
vial deposits. In Goleonda the dismonds, it is
said, were fonnd in o black, conly earthi,  The
Itacolumite, a yellow and white quartz-rock,
is often met in conjunction with diswonds,
The Golconda mines are no longerin opera-
gion. In Braail, the dipmond district {8 a very
mountainous region, about fifty miles long by
twenty-four miles wide, and known as the Cerro
do Frio. The earth pbtained from the beds of
rivers is carefully washed by sloves, under the
direction of overseers, and then thoronghly
exawined and deploted of ita treasures: all
smuggling being seversly punished—thongh
every slave who finds a dismond exceading
173 carats is innnediately fet free. The din-
monds of Brazil were discoverad by aceidont,
and the dismands themselves wore thoueht to
be more trifles.  On official expmination (hey

were nllI‘\' decmed to b !'}'\'..‘tl—. aud it was
reserved for a Dutchimin to ascertain thei
renl value, Thiz, however, ‘ﬂ-“]ll_: once d

cided, thie Government was sefsed with 2 it of

ml}:l('“.y. took lli\nsi'n‘«‘:ull of the whole rezion,
and for n long while the dismond district of
Brazil was a terra tipnala Lo all gave the slives
and the Government agents; but in conrsa of
tima this I.u_\':l.vriuu-:iy BEVere l"'l-"'.‘" has ween
relaxed.

THE DIAMOSD A8 AN ORNAMEST.

As “a thing of beauty and a joy forever,” the
dizmond has been prized from the earliost
ages and in all lands.  In the far-off thoes, in
the ‘“‘barbarous’ East, dinmonds and gema
were the favorite adornmoent and insignia of
princes; and [n later periods, among the
masters of the world, the Romans, who far
excelled in their luxury all modern ulpl'-u-lm-,
gems and diamonds wore appreciated to the
utmost. The hall where (Ilm.tlnnr'.l entertained
Cusar was lterally respelendent with jowels,
as was the lady herself, The! very furniture
of the patricians was adorned with Jowels;
Jowels fparkled in the sterns of ghips; pre.
olons gems were worn on the sandals of the
fair dames; while some of the noble ladies, it is
narrated, even carried their dimmonds with
them to their beds, that they might enjoy
in their very sleep the consclonsness of the
goaeminn of rare and lovely treasures,

ewels amounting to over #1,600,000 were
worn at eno time by Lollia Pauling, the daugh-
ter of & Benator. Lady Faustina’s ring cost
$200,000; the Lady Domitia's ring $300,000,
while the diadem of Babina was worth #1,250,-
000, Casar, thinking to put a check upou
extravagance, passed an edict forbidding un.
married women to wear jewels, but the only
effect of this law was to put an epd at onos to
oelibaey, every young Roman woman immedi-
ately imploring the aid of Hywien, and moarrey-

the first man ghe conld find, for the sakéa
of an establishment; deeming her husban
under the eironmpstances, as indeed *'a jow

of & man.”’

It after ages, joawels ware still remembored.
Charles, Duke of Burgundy, was a connolsseur
in diamonds. Francis | worshipped them,
Henry VIII affected them. Queen Hlizaboth
of England was ravenously fond.of theu: o
foud of them that she stole all the lewols of
poar Mary of Seotland, snd never gave any
compensation for them save taking the head
of their beantiful but most nnfortanate owner.
The Spanigh Kings were likewise addictod to
dinmonds; while in Franee, noder the rale of
Henry 1V, Lonis X1, Louix X1V, and Louis
XV, to be jewolless was to be wnrlil Jons,

The story of the Dismond Necklace is too
well known to require repetition; bat there s
a diamond tragedy associated with the memory
of the bemntifml Mad'lle Carlier, heiress of
Carlior, a French bookseller of the time, which
merite a briof record. A Monsieur Tiguet sent
to the young lady a booguet, in which
diamonda and Howers interminglod in beauotifnl
figplay. This gift, so suggestive of wealth,
won the young heiress at opnes—and ghe be-
came Mudame Tiguet only to find hergell the
wife of an adventurer, who had used all his
means and eredit to purchase the dinmond
bonquet which he had thus nsed as & decoy to
win her hand and her fordune, She resented
the ll-'l!-]dimj and separated from him. He
tried the power of a lottre de cachet, but she
tore it up before his face. At last, one night,
Monsieur Tignet was found weltoring in his
wounds, 14 did not die, however, and imme
diately noetised his wife of an attempt 1o
murder him, of which gharge she was found
g:lilt,)' and suflfored the fatal pinalty—a pemilty
which of the two he by fur the more richly
'it'.-t v II. :

In ¢ur own times the diamond still pro
Reryes is supremey alike over the eyes and
the pursey ol hnmanity: and prinees, wmen of

rank, I almost all rickh men are to be fonnd
mnon) 5 envied and envious possEssUrY
THHE GREAT DIAMONDS,

Thera are seven dinmonds in existende of
such great give, purity, and value as to ile-
gerve Lthe title of paragon. These seven wi
will briefly desoribe;—

1. The Regent Dismond; obtained from
India by Mr, Pitt, Governor of Madras. Be

fore cutting it waighed 410 cavate. After cuot-
Ling (which operation consumed two years) it
weighed 136 curats. It was subsequently pur-
by the Regent e d’Orleans for a smn equal
to 075,000, Its worth now estimated at
over a million. [t is in the possession of the
Crown of France, Ite length 15 12457 inohes;

I5

Ureadth, 1:177; depth, and weight in
Troy gruins, 494,
2. Btar of the South: found in Drazil, and

taken to France. Welghs 2544 carats.

4 Portuguese Diameond; a Brazilinn, Weighs
in the rough, 1680 carats: worth an immenge
fortune, if genuing, which is doubted. It i
said to be only o fine white topax.

4, The Kohinoor (Mountain of Light): ob
tained from of Goleonda over two
thousand years ago—having an eventful and
romautic history; becoming part of the re-
nownel treasures of Delhi: then passing into
the hands of Nadir Shah; and at last, by treaty,
lalling into the possession of the Crown of
Ergland. Its oviginal weight was« 156 oarvats,
The last cutting took place at a comparatively
racent date, a steam engine being made for the
purpose, and the Dake of Wellington com-
mencing in persongthie operation. 1t hias been
placed on publio exhibition.

H. The Sultan of Matan, This dinmond, ob-
tained from Bormeo, is of remarkable size and
purity, Its weight is 367 carats; its valoe
#3,000,000, It i5 shapued like an egg, with g
dent at one end,

G. The Orlen l“ﬂlnﬂl’zd. ll!'ll\]'l_".'\il'lf.' ino the
orownl of Russia, Weigha 105 carats, and is
about the sike of a pigeon’s egg. It was ori.
ginally atolen Trom an Eastern idol, and was
ultimately solid by & Greek merchaut to Queen
Catherine,

7. The Austrian diamond, or diamond of the
Grand Duke of Tuscany is of lemon color, and is
ent inrose, 1t weighs 130 carnts, It wis origl

AT

nally purchaged for a tritle.  It= color and cut
militate somewhat against its valuwe, It s
worth only #300,000, instead of double that

suin.,

There are also six dinmonds, which, though
smaller than those just deseribed, are yet of
ereat and lhave
These are;—

1. The Shali of Persia, weighing
carats, of singulur shape, and covered with
inseriptions.  Belonging at presoul to the
orown of Russin,

2, The Sancy, weighing 534 carats.

#, The Nassiek, weighing 58 carats.

4. The Arcoit brillinnts, weighing 5t carats,
O, The Pigott dinmond, weighing 4 carats,
Thiz gem has passed through a variety of
adventures, ias been disposed of at a lottery,
and is now in the possession of the Viceroy of
Egypt.

th. The Vue dinmond of a triangular shape,
This once belonged to the French crown
jewels, bnt of late years it has mysterionsly
disappeared—it was stolen and never found.
In nddition to the above list, we may mention
that the digmonds belonging to the royal fami-
lies of Portugal, Spain, and Trazil are of re-
markable brilliancy and value, The King of
Saxony posscsseE o superb green dinmond.
Mr. Hope, of England, has given his name to
a magnifl plue digmond. Many antique
i me, sngraved with the ll-'-'il“dr art of thoe
anclents—a kil which far surpasses ull
modern attempts in this line—are In the pos-
gession of wealthy connoisseurs, espacially on
the continent. The Duke of Badford pos
gessos zome viluable gems of this kind, We
are informed that Mrs, Belmont and other of
our republioan noblesse are similarly favored.
Mr. Joseph Mever, Mp. James Moore, -l!l'|‘
Mrs. Jarvis, of this city, are the owuers of
valuable and rare black dinmonds.

The Polar Star, a Lrilliant diamond, belongs
to the Russian Princess Yougsoupofl, and
weighs forty carats. 'The Prince Esterhazy
has & dinmond  valued st twelve wmillions of
francs, The Holland dismond weighs GG
cavats, and = valued at 260,000 francs. Prince
Rioria, of Naplos, owns g flue rose diamond,
15 carats. A My, Halphor owns a very pure
digmond of 284 carats, The Nizam ig a very
fine Eastern diamond—weighs 840 carats, The
Syltan of Turkey hag two very fine dinuonds,

value, become celebrated,
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DIAMOND ROBOERIES.
The value of the dinmond has often cansed
it to be an object of nnlawful enpidity, though
its rarity has rendered it a diffenit article for
a thief to dispose of. There were lous cele-
brated digmond robberiss between the years
1702 and 1881, The frst of these was the
robbery of the crown jewels of Franod from
the Garde Meuble, where they weora deposited.
This was a very mysterious aflair, and has
never heen satisfactorily explained. Bome of
the jewels were recovered; a few of the parties
were arrested; but the clond has never boen
wholly dispelled. In the year 1801, about
#100,000 worth of jewels were stolen from the
Princess of Bants Croce by her dependants and
some adventurers. In 1820, Mad’lle. Mars, the
celebrated Fremch actress, was robbed of har
jewels. She published a list of the stolen
treasures forthwith. The catalogu
ing forty-four different gems, dimmond weck-
lace, combe, bracelets, crosses, etc., were ull
well known to the public, as ‘she was in the
halit of wearing them during her theatrical
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performanocss, The jowsls wore afterwirfla
recovared, and the thieves, her own servants,
punished., In 1831, the Princess of Ocamge
was algo robbed of har diamonds by friends —
thiw affair hns, howaver, long sines boen hushed
up. In more recent times, dinmond vobbories
hnve not ceased, London was agitated, not
]m]g ngo, ll'\f n woulinr robbary of this Kind,
and in New York we have had not a fow cases.

A well-known fbank-note sngraver of this
city was recently waited upon. by two men,
apparent ly gentlemen, with orfe of whom ha
was slightly acquainted, They produced for
his inspection some dinmonds, and requested

a loan of several thousands of dollars wpon
their security, The engraver accompanisgd
his visitors to Tiflany’s, whera the digmonds
wore prononnced genuing, and the loan wis ae
cordingly negotiated. In a fow days the parties
returned and redeemed the diamonds. A ehort
time afterwards, thy parties again visited the
engraver; and producing & much irger and
apparently more valuable assortment of dia-
monds, among  which were the identionl
jewols on which the former lonn had been
made, roquested a gocond loan, much graater
in amounty though still nmply warranted by
the market value of the goms offered.  Conll-
dence by this thme having been astablishad,
the propogition was at once, withont furthay
examination, acceded to. The money was
loaned, and the borrowers departed, and have
not simee boem seen. The dipmonds offered
]:fn'-_- been found to be only capital paste, part
of them excollent imitations of the diamonds
first oflured,

A fushionable porsonnge, known in avenns
aircles s “The Count,”” was some yoars ago
1“:-1'H\‘|_'lr || 10} ] ]ln '||c'|”.lil|;: more& nor lexs Th-lll i}
dismond thief, having dishonestly obtained
possession of the jowels of a leading bells,
The matter was hushed up, however, but the
Connt departed to less aristooratic Jocalities,

Mr. Johin Awderson, the retired tobacio
dealer and the eminent philanthropist, was
recently the victim of a diamond swindle,

Albert Burtis, the burglar, waz accnstomed
to Eport onve on a thme in this city a diamond
worth 812,000, which he is said to have stolen
from the person of an Englishman travelling
abroad ; and in this eonmection it may be re-
mirked that many of the professional thiaves
of New York are to Le reckoned among the
owners, or at lenst the holders, of dittnonds.

TMAMONDS AR AN INVEETMENT.

At the present day, in this age of calonla-
tion andl in this Innd of ealenlgtors, diamonds
are valued not only ns an ornament but as an
investment. This branch of the subject leads
to various reflections entirely independent of
history, romance, or beauty, hut involves
mattor-of-fact detaild. As an investment dia
monds have the great objection of being inca-
pable of bearing interest; but on the other
band they are independent (comparatively)
of the fuctuations of trade, of the price of gold,
ste.; they have fixed standards (as far as possi-
ble) of genunine value, and they are very port-
able, easily transported from place to place,
Besides (which in these times is a great con-
sideration), dismonds are comparatively froe
from tax—paying no tax either to the State or
Government, saving ander the general hiead of
personal property, and a duty of ten per
cent. to the Government.  All these fnots
being taken into consideration, it would seem
that onr wealthy citizens are not so “extrava-
gant’ as would at first appear in their ontlay
in diamonds,

THE DIAMOND RUSINESS,

The United States is one of the very best
modern markets for the sale of dismonds,
and as such is rapidly attracting the attention
of the dinmond-producing countries, Many
the dinmonds sent to this country are old
family jewels, with histories attached, once
the proporty of the noblemen of Portugal,
spain, France, and England,

The trade in dinmonds, like all others, Las
its periods of fluctuations; but as & rale it is
wore equable than the majority of commercial
branches, The Indian diamonds have besn
crowded ont of the market, as it were, to a
cortaln extent, by the Drazilian; and these, in
courss of thme, may yield to gems discovered
in other localifies. In faet, it I3 gstimatad Dby
many thoroughly versed in the matter that
the earth is full of dinmonds, and that some

ol

| day the supply will probably exceed the de.

mand. At the present time, however, the
cage is exactly the reverse, The yield of Brazil
for many véars averaged Lhree thonsand six
hundred ctirats per annum. The number of
dealers in digmonds in New York will rench
from eighty to one hundred. 7The value of
dintuonds in the United Btates will reach
=10 0000, 000—of which at least $40,000 100 i
to be found in New York city alone. Diamonds
are said to be appraised ten: per cemt. higher
in this country than they are abroad. This
esthmate, however, i4 being diminished.

HOW DIAMONDE ARE VALUED,

The first item in determining the value ol
4 dimnond 1s its color, according to the stato-
ments published in the opening portion of this
article, The next consideration 15 the manner
in which it is 8¢t or cut. The outting of the
dismond is a very important element. When
taken out of the mine the diamond is ofttimes
merely 4 dull-looking stone, appearing to be
vonted with gum-srabie; but when polished
and cut, it is of all stones the most brilliaot,
Cutting, of course, diminishes the weight and
size of & dismond, bot inereases the brillianey
of its sunface, and ‘lherefore reslly enlmnces
its value. In former times the dismond-cut
ters wasted more ‘than half the diamond in
performing their work: but at the presimt
time they are more skilfal and more careful,
and the logs is comparatively less, avernging
from forty to fifty per cent. The “spread’” of
a gem, or the proportion of its breadth to its

depth, {5 unother item to be carefully con
'.-.ilin'l"ll.
HOW DIAMONDE AHE CUT AND POLISTIRD.

The art of cutting and polishing the dia-
mond was known in early times throughout
Asia, but was not familar to the ]‘:lllli]ll“.’lli‘-.
It was introduced among the Iatter by a worlk-
man of Broges, who, in the year 1470, dis-
vovered by accident that by rubbing two dia-
monds togethor their surfaces were abraded.
It was also ascertained that the diamond could
be ]»lrli.rh"tl 1:_\' Ilo‘ilt;: rubshaed W:Tia its oWl
powder, The majority of dinmonds are eut
and  polished In Amsterdam, though some
large stones have been prepared in Londow.
The outting of a diamond iz & tediogs Opirs-
tion, requiring great thme and patience.
done almost wholly by hand,
as follows:—Two dimmonds nre
to handles. A leaden mode!
te be cut is taken ns o guide, The
stones are then rubbed smartly together
and the dust or powder js l'..l.l[]l’ﬂ'?!‘tl iI;
a metal box. This dust is mixed with vegeti-
ble gil, and is used to polish the gem, upon a
revolving cast iron disk. The cutting is dons
by means of a steel wire coversd with dismond
dust, or sometimes by & ch? «! 'nd hammer
though in the latter cage g re must be
taken lest the gem be brokes. ‘I'he clen¥age-
glnues aEslst materially in the cutting.

inmond may be out or set in three forms,

it is

The provess is
uzed, attachad
of the dizmond

called the brilliant, the rose, and the table.
The brilliant is the form madst preferred, though
It wastes the most material, as it develops t

brilliancy of the diamond'to the. greatest: do-

gree. The brilliant 15 et in the shape of two
pyramids, with a single bass, It the outting,
the upper sides and corners are oalled bezel
the nawmwe oollet is given 1o memall plane nt
the bottom, The top {8 styled the crown; 'the
facets are triangular spaces and fages; the table
is a plone on top; then thers are guides, riby,
loxenges, pavilions, ate,

Thie brilliant is composed of a face or tabls,
surrounded by facets, which i all that is
visible nbove the bezol when aet. The stom
in depth below the berel should squal half its
breadth. On the under side it terminates in
a small table, connovted with the upper sur-
face by alongated faceta,

The rosa is flat below, and ot with facets
over the upper surlace—a sort of half |rl)]y-
hedron resting on the plane, It iaa pretly

figure.
The talle I8 an appropriate form for thin
stones with large surfees, It 1& out at the

{hlp’rn- into fTacets.
The lasques are flat stones,
THETE,

In the trade it often h.a.pl'uu"u». that oolorloss
topares, emeralds, sapphires, and white zir-
COns are I-.‘i.'aln'll ol for disiponds. It is often
a malter of great diflioulty to detect a real
diamond from another stone, or from an lmi-
tation, Thers are various tests for the dia-
wond.  Thua the diamond will merely refract
rays of light which will pass through other
peme,  Blectrid tests can be instituted between
dinmonds and other stones. The specific
pravity of the diamond is another test, Then
its color, The peculine brilliancy of the dia-
mond when ent i3 another excellent test; but
we would advise all who dasire to purchase

damonds to visit the expoerts conuected
with  the leading jewelry-honses, who
mwake dpmonds a  study, and who
olofin that, having once soen a  dia-

wond, they never forget it, and can always re-
cognize it, no matter what changes may have
taken plage in the cutting or setting. Fluws
often exist in genuine dismonds, and these
flaws are not geldom dificult to discover.
detect a flaw, breathe on the sarface of the
gtome, Thiswill dimish thedustre of the gow,
and the law will be ri-rulmzd apparent. Din-
monds ‘off color,’ as they are termed, are
very faulty, though very common, sometimos
onehall the stone is gennine, the other half
being an imitation.  These “doublets”™ or
“gemi-stones™ are common and very deceitful.
Sometimes colored matter is placed in the set-
ting, to give the desired hue to the gem.
ETANDARD OF VAITE.

There is an arbitrary rule, which has been
extencively followed, to determine the value
of a diamond. The gem is measured by oarats
(equaling four graing), these grains differing,
lhowever, from Troy grains, live of the one
equalling four of the other—and the rule is,
multiply the aquare of the weight in carat by
certain sums, varying according to the stone,
its manner of cutting, ete. The ruls now
geems to be, if a diamond of 1 carat is worth
g100, a two.carat dinmond will be worth 2x2
times that sum, or &400; a three-carat Ux3
that sum, or #8000, and so on. This mle applies,
however, only semioceasionally, With all
the really valuable gems, the universal custom
is for the seller to ask as much as he thinks
the buyer will by any possibility pay. After
all, diamonds, like other commodities, vegm.
late themselves. Large gems are more valua-
ble in proportion than small ones; but, on the
other hand, small gems are by far the most
likely to find purchasers, The carat is divided
into sixty-four parts, so as to express all lhe
variations of weight, which, in o previous a
substance as the dinwond, are matters of great
moment. '

In the United States, before the war, the
following table was published of the value of
diamonds;—

To

Pev Caral,
One-cnral BLORNG, coverrsrsssnarsssnsasmeyyanss $55 10 €100
Threc-quarter carut stone.... wa T L0 BO
Meile or mlxed SLONE. . . uricin M 60
Two-curil S1onNe, ., 1)
Three=carnt stone. (1))
Four-esrat slone........ 800 to 1)

But these prices have been greatly inereasad
of late years; and the general rule of valus
geems to be to ask whatever one is likely to
ret,

All sorts of prices have been paid for dia-
monds, some fine sinee, a stona of 6l carats
sold for £33,000, while o larger stone has gold
for lege. Different prices have boen asked and
paid for the same stone at diflurent periods;
but, as a rale, though the exact markst price
of a dinmond may vary, yet it always has a
certain ratio of genuine value.

Dismands, too, are affocted in value by their
Listory and associntions. In o eatalogue of a
recent collection, we observed the ollowing:—-

1. Drop-shaped brilliants, 49 grains, for-
Illl‘l'l.\' Ile'll!l:gil!g to Louis XVL

2. Brilliant dropg, 100} grainsg, formerly Le-
longing to Marie Antoinette,

3. Hoge dinmonds, ti3 graing, formerly be-
longing to Sultan Selim,

4. Brilliant drops, 100} grains, formerly be-
longing to Joreph Bunaparte,

\%-'lu- will deny that the valoe of gems thus
historieally associated with terrible memories
is vastly inexcess of their mere worth as sin-
gle stones !

MISCELLANEOVS USES,

Dimmonids have a commuercial and utilitarian
value their character as jewels.
The rougher varietios of dinmonds are usad
for migoellancous purposes, and are callud by
the techinieal term “tort.”  Diamond-powder
ia extensively employed by lapidaries and
gem-engravers: alzo, for eiching-points, The
point of a dimmwond is used by glaziers for the
cutting of glass. Only the peint of a naturyl
erystal enn be used for this purpose,

kA
outside of

IMITATIORZ,

The enormous value of the diamond has, of
course, stimulated attempts to imitate it, and
these attempts are oftentimes very successful,
The French have besn especially succcssiul
in this line. Mons, Bourquignon has become
celobrated as a manufacturer of imitation 5l:a-
monds, He obtained his sand from Fontaine-
blean. Set in gold, these imitations look ab-
solutely a8 maguificent as the gennine gvmi
They, however, lose hardness nu_il grow *ll}l
fn time, The material used for uulln_tiug_ fi:u-
monds is n composition kunown a8 Inlm::—_"l';‘*
white glass-like stuff, embracing sand '-.i_‘”“;m;
borax, red-lead, and arsenio. The 'It;r:,n»of
are said to be guocgessful in the mnu.utiu; ; o
imitations. Thers are also stonts h ”:m;‘l‘-
occasionally mistakon fur‘diamun-i"v == M

~ . v i dinmonds.  Mauy
Caps May and California waeviod
] ! t s i“trﬂducl.'d into  the
imitations have been R g T
Amerioan market, and it requires KO P 1
lh:n‘cu .tt) disoriminate petween the Lroean

IS, _
the false in g PLEDGING DIAMONDS,

) the best jundges of dia-
s nw“hrf?:::?d‘;“trln:d in our hearing the
- amd doubtless thers was much

th in this remark, Many diamonds fall
b thelr possession (at least temporarily)
m“;i the year. The dianmond is such & ‘‘con-
duni::ﬁ" article, a “pledge’’ Bo portable and
venielt | BUOMAC its sudtability in this respeot
N been tested by its owners. There

has often ]
too, who make loaning upon dia-
:nr:;'lr: k{f;:' of t'heir specialties.  Gamblars,

experience » run of ill-lnck, find
&2?133%& u?ood friend in need wherewith
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to raise the wind, and many of ouar rich
men, or piende rich, haves found the same
truth verified in their expegiones doring
Wall strest fluctuations. Wa have a friend
who possesses o dinmond ring valued at g1600,
This ring, liko Balla in the “Mutual Friend,
is gnbject to a series of *“Wdigappearances, 1
which are always accompanied by the pre-
sence of o large amount of greenbacks and a
tendeney to n violation of the KExcise law.
When the ring s on the finger again, the
gwner in sobar, and not “flush’—a ehanged
man, in fact, till his ring disappears again,
And these phenomena are presented every
fuw months ot the least.

A large portion of the hnsiness of the lead-
ing jowellers of this city lieg in the receiving
of dismonds from their owners on deposit,
the owners paying a eertain price per month
or year for their storage and protection.
Diamonds are also loaned to great parties on
great occasiond, We gee them awhile in the
ossession of private parties, and then again
L-hnhl them in the jeweller's onse.

( I our iawie of To morrow we will give an exlensive
U AdL af the Prineipal Diomonds and (heir wearers
resicding in New i"urr‘.' and Brooklyn,)

INSURANCE COMPANIES.
ELAWARE MUTUAL SAFETY INSU-

HANCE COUMPAXNY, locorparated by the Legls-
luture of Penpsy IVani, 65,

Ofos, 8, & Corner _THIRD and WALNUT Streets,
Plillsdelphin
MARINE INBURANCES
on vesseln, onrgo, and frelg bt 1o all parts of the worid,
NLAND ls}nUlU\ NUES
on gooda by rl\-oit; canal, luke, snd land earringe, to
wll paris of the Unton, -
! VIRE INSURANCES
on merchanding ganerpliy,
On Blores, Uwelling Houses, o,

ABSETS OF THIL COMPANY,
Novembaor 1, 1666,

§100,000 Tnited Bialesd Por Ceul. Loan,

N $114,000'00

126,000 United States 6 For Cent,

e e 188, 80000
200,000 Unlved Sintes 7 8-10 Por Ceut,
LORL, TTORRUTY NOUR. o iinisin 211.508700
125,000 Clty of Phlladeiphin six PerCent,
LOAD (EXEMPLE)srsrssnreppivimn  106,66880
54,000 Blate Of Peunsyivanis Six Per
Cont, Loan, oo B4, 70000
60,000 Stute of Pen
Cent, Lown 652000
50000 Biate of Ne
U Y - B0, 75000
20,000 Fenusyivania Kalirond, Ist
Mortgnge, 2z Per Cent, Bonda 20,800r00
25,00 Pennsyivania Balroad, 24 Mort-
Age Bix Per, Cenl, Bonds.,, ... $H.50'0
6.0 eatern Peonsylvanin Haliroad
Bix Per Ceul, Bonde ( Pennayls
vanis Ruallroad uunmuu‘t-n). Jos 275000
80,000 State of Tennvasee Five Per Cent,
j e T T U L e 1800000
7,000 Biate of Tenpesave Six Per Cent,
an e 504000
16,000 50 Bhares Stock of Germnantown
Gas Company (prinewpal and in-
terest guaranteed by the city of
Philndeiphin).... o . 15, 00000
7,150 145 Bliaros Stook
nin Rallrond Company.,.. ’ 4,008
5,000 100 Bhares stook of North Peuns
sy ivanin Railrond Company -.... #0000
20000 80 Elinres Steck of Phillsdelphin
and Bopnthern Mail Steamsliip
= ORI RRLY sovveert 1onsdiiss ipsessitimbinsbbrsh 26,0000
105,900 Loans on Bonds and Mortgnge, :
15t Liens on City Propery..... (LR L]
140,000 par, Market value, §1,070,250°78
Cont, §1,040
Ronl Estuto, shassssbiniag B6, 000400
Bills recelval SUrRnces
mude. 2760720
Bulance due nt agencies.—1"re-
minmson Mariue Pollcles, Ac-
orued interest, wnd  other
debis due o the Cotmnpuny. .. 88,927 %0
Scrlp and Stock of sundry Inan-
ranes and other Companies,
$5,1748.  Estlmuted valu B 2,5%000
Cash In Bank LV 0
Cash in Drawer.........-. T4
4154000
SN B8

*This belng & new enterprise, the Par I8 sssutmed

as the markel value,
Thomus C, Hand, Humnel F. Stokes,
Jobu ., Davls, Henry Sioan,
Willlamn G, Houlton,

Kdmund A, Seuder, )
Theoplillus Paniding, | Edward Darllogton,
H. Jones Brovke,

John K. Penrose,
ames Tragunlir, Edward Lafourcade,
Jucob P, Jonies,

Henry O, Dullett, Jr,,

Jumes C. Hand, James B, MoFarland,

Willlam C, Ludwlg, Jombius P, Eyre,
Bpencer Mollvaine,

Josaph M. Seal,
George G, Leiper, J. B, semple, Pivsburg,
AL DL Berger, e

Hugh Uralg,
juhl\bliij'l‘u;']lul‘. ' \l{n\l can, .
nee egel, George W, Bernardon,
% THOMAS (, HA E 1y, Prosident,
JUILN G DAVIH, Vice Presilent,
Huxny LYLNURN, Becretary. 18

ROVIDENT LIFE AND TRUST COMPANY
OF PHILADELPHIA,

No. 111 Bouih FUOUILTH Street,
INCOMPUHATED 8d MONTH, 2d,, 1885,
CAPITAL, $10000, PALD IN,

Insurance ol Lives, by Yearly Premfuios; or by

10, or 20 ysar Premjoms, Son-torfeiture,

Cndowments, pARFBDIY BL & future age, or on prior
decense by Yearly Fremlums, or 10 year Fremiutis-—
both claskos Non-forfeltore

Anpuities grauted on favorable terms

Term l'olicies, Chlldren’s Endowments,

This Company, whille giviog the lusared the security
of & puid-up Capital, will divide (he entive protits of
the Lite business amongits Puliey holders,

Monpeys received at luterest, and pald on demand,

Alithoriyea by chartor to exeoute Trustd, and o got
as Eaxeculor or Administrator, Asilgnee or Guardian,
sid o olber Hduclary capscitles, under appolntmsnt
ol nny Court of thin Commonwenltl, 0r ALy person
or persous, oF bodies politio or curporate,

DIRKCTORS,
BAMUEL R, BHIPLEY, | HENRY HAINES,
JUSHUA M. MORRIS, |T. WISTAR BROWN,
RICHARD WOOD, [ WHL, U, LONGSTRETH,
RICHARD CADBURY, |[WILLIAM HACKER,

LUHAKRLES F. COFFIN,
SBAMUEL R.BHIVLEY, ROWLANDPARRY,
Fresldent, ACLIATY,

THOMASWISTAR, M, D,, J. B, TOWNSEND,
T2 Medion)l Examiner, Legnl Advisar,

|NSUHANCI COMPANY
or
NORTH AMERICA.
OFFICE, RO, 23 WALNUT ST, FHILADELFHIA
INCOKFORATED 1784 UI.IAR'IERl'EBPETUaL,
CAPITAL, 8500,0
Assets, Januarv 8, 1867, $1,763,267°33.
INSURES MARINE,
INLAND TRANSPORTATION and FIRE RISKS

YT ORE
. i Goeorge L. Harrison,
Francls B, Cope,
Edward H, lrotter,
¥Fdwnru 8, Olarxe,
Wikiiam Cummings,
T. Uharilon Hetiry,
Alired D, Jesiaup,,
Jolin P, White,
Louis ¢ Madelrn
ARTHU R G. QOFFIK, President.
gAzLEs PLATT, Beoretary.

g JILLIAM BUMRHLEK, Harmeburg, Pa, Central

Agept lor the Rtate of Fennav IVanla

SIRE INSURARCE EXCLUSIVELY.—THE
PENNBYLVANLIA FIRE INSURANCE OOM
TAN Y —lpcorporated 1ES—Charter Perpetpal—Na
o WaALNUT sireet, opposite Independence Square,
Whis Company, Myvorably kuown to the gommunity
for over [OTLY Yyears, continues 1o Insore agalost loss or
anmage by ire on Public or Private Bulldings, either
ropanently or fur s Hmited tine, Also,on Furniture
tocks of Goods, and Me gonerally, on liberaf

18,

ufi%ulr Capltal, together with s large Burplus Fond, ls
inves in the moat careful manner, which onlbf-
them 10 offer to the losured so undoubted security in
Lo case of lows,

DIRE
Danlel Bmith, Jr,,
Alexander Henson,

Arthur G, Coflin,
Bumuol W, Jones,
.Iol;ul.\ 'lhl)‘mlnru'
‘naries or,
Ambrose W mm.l
Hichard D, Wood,
W iliam Welkh,
B Mortls Wain,
Johin Mason,

OTONE,
John Daverenx,
Thomus Smith,

lannc Hazlehurst. lleurf Lewia,
Thomns Hobbin, J. Glllingham Fell,
Danlel Huddoe

k, Jr,
DANIEL SMITH, Ju,, President,
WiLrtam G. CROWELL, Bacretary 830§

MUTUAL FIRE INS URANCE COMPANY,
OF PHILADELPHIA.
OFFICE, NO. 6 § FIFTH STREET,

ASSETN....... $186,210°80,
CHARTER PERPETUAL,
MUTUAL SYSTEM EXCLUSIVELY.
DIREOTURS FOR b7,

Willlam P, Resder,
unqll.;a%;lum. ph mn"
ws Mather, wird M, Needl

, Ellwood Chapman, Wison M, Janiios,
Ginaen Matiocks, S8 1 Likteao
Ggui: KR, Prestdent, "
JAMIN MALONE, Vies President.
THER

——
— -
-

~ INSURANCE COMPANIES
{890—CHARTER PERPETUAL,

Franklin Fire Insurance (e,

OF PRILADELIFFMEA,

OFFICE:

NON, 435 AND 437 CHESKUT NTREET.
ASNETN ON JANUARY 1, IN67,
§2.003.0406'130,

(871117 V[P —— 00, 00X 00
Accried Moy plus _DM,?I.'H!
Preminms. ... PR —— ;(JM P‘.l:f).i:il::'ls
UNSETTLED CLALMS, INO M 1 166,
70118 20,000,
LOSSES PAID SINCE 1820 OVER

$5,500,000,
Perpetunl and Temporary Polloles on Liberal Terme
DIRECTORS,

Gueorge Falos,

| Alfred Fitler,

| Franem W, Lewin, M, D,
Peter MeUnll,

Thomns Bparks.
(HANLES N. BANCKER, Presldent,
GEORGE FALES, Vige-rosident,

=J. W. MCALLISTIER, Becretary pro tem, (118013 3}

BROOKLYN
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY
OF NEW YORRK.

M U T U A L.
CAPITAL, s

Cherlea N, Rascker,
Toblns Wagoer,
Bamvel Grant
Ueorge W, Richnrds,
Isnue Lea, !

$1256,000—-FAID UF,

ACCUMULATION, $300,000,
Cash Dividend in 18067, Forty
per Cent,

CHRISTIAN W. BOUCK, President,
RICHARD H. HARDING, Seoretary.

Partien desiring full Information will call on E*
DBRAINARD COLTON, Ganernl Agent for Fenuusyivae
nlié and Bouthern New Jersoy, Noo 13 8, FIFTH
Sireet, Phlladelphia, P'a.
PFHILADELPIIA BEFERENCES,

Borton MeMichael, Mayor.
A. B, Cooley & Co., No. 214 Delaware avenods
W, I, Gatmer, Prestdent Camden & Amboy R, K,
James Ross Buowden, Inte Director Mint &1y

A. G, B, Hlnkle, M, D,, Medienl Examiner,

A FEW GOOD BOLICITORSE WANTED FOR THE
CITY OF PHILADELPHLA,
b‘,UliTH AMERICAN TRANEBIT
INSURANCE COMPANY,

NO, 43 5, FOURTH STREET,
PHILADELPHIA,

Anunal Folicies Wsoued sgmnat General Accldenty

of sl descriptions st exceedingly low rates,
Iumuruncs elected for one year, ln wny sum from
F100 Lo §10,000, BL & premiunm of only one-half per
seciuring the il puonnt lusured In cnse of death, ua
n‘i-.ompenls{allun ench week equal Lo tbe whole pres
.
ek lime Tickets for 1,2,3,5,7, or 10 days, or1,
or & months, AL 10 cents & iiay, insuring o the so é
000, or glving 616 per week Ifdisabled, o be had ag
the Geoernl Ottice, No. 188 85, FOURTH Streat, Philas

delphis, or 8t the various Ralrond Ticket oflices, Ba
sUre Lo rurclmm: the Lckews of the North American

Transit Insurauce Compaoy,
information apply at
Asnnlm

For circulurs and further
Gux?emi Office, or of auy of tbe sutburised

WIS L, HOUPT, Presldent,
AMES M, CONRAD, Tressurer,

JEN LY O BROWN, Becretary,
JOHN U BULLILY, Ssolfeitor,
DIRECTORS

I. L, IToupt, late of Pennsylvania Rallroad Com

Y.

nn.ll.,;s:. Kipgsley, Continental IHotel,

Eumuel G Palmer, Csslilor of Com. Natlonal Bank

H. G, Lelsenring, Nos, 257 und 269 Dock strees.

Jumes M, Conrad, irm of Conrad & Walton, No,
Murket strest.

Enoch Lewis, Inte Gen, Superintendent Ponna, RR,

Andrew Mehafley, 8. W. corner of Third aud Wal-
nut streels,

Q. C, Francisons, Gen, Agent Penne, B R, Co.

Thomnas K, Peterson, No, 3086 Market street,

W, W, Kurte, tirm of Kurte & Howard, No, 58,
Third strest. 141y

HENIX INSUKANCE COMPANY OF
PHILADELFPHIA.

INCOBPOHRATED 18i—CHARTER PERPETUAL,
No. 224 WALNUT Sireot, opposite the Kxchange,
In addition to .hlAHI-.\'LJ and INLAND INSUR-

ANCE, this Company losures from loss or damage by

FIRE lfor Uoersl terms on bulldings, merghandise,

turnlture, vto, for lHmited perlods, and permanently

on bulldings, by depouit of premium,

The Comprny bas beet in weiive operation for more
than SIXTY YEARS during which all losses have
becn prompily sdjusted and pald,

DIRKCTORS,
John L, Hodges, |
M, B, Maboby
John T, Lewis,
Willlam 8, Grant,
Hobert W, Leawing,
D, Clark Wharton
Bumuel Willcox

Lawrence Lewls, Jr,
Liavid Lewis,
Bonjamin Euing,
Thomns H, Power,
AR mcﬁcnrf.
Edmund Castillon,

‘ Lonis C, Norris,
JOHAN WUOHERER, Presldents
BAMUEL WILoOX , Beoretnry.

FIRE AND BURGLAR PROOF SAFES
FI!RE-PROOF SAFES.

TMARVIN'S PATENT

B Bl B

ARE THE BEST. |

ALWAYS FIRE-PROOF, |
ALWAYN DRY;

| —— |

MOBILE TEST,

Frunvany 13, 147,
“Our Marvin's Patent Bafe, a No, §, doub s
stood the seversst Lest In the large fro of Bal
uights It fell from the second Boor, and waa ax
to an INTENBE HEAT, FPANNED BY A
NORTH WIND., The exterior Iron t
multed In several places, yet the inside s not
Wewere plonsed on openlng 16 1o find evary
ALL RIGHT, We lhave every confidence tha
Fire-Froo! Sufes made by Marvin & Co.
"WHITFIELD & BIL

EXAMINE BEFORE PURCHASING XLSE-

WHERE,
MARVIN & CO.
No.721 CHESTNUT 8t., (Masonic Hall)

And No. 266 BROADWAY, New York.
« Hoose Safes, for Plate and Jewalry
Bankery' Steel Chests,
Becoudshand Safes of all makers.
Bares exchanged on Hoers! terma, (229 stub2m
Bales, Machinery, vic,, moved and hoisied.
BEND FOR ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE
4

JALE OF OLD AND tmsl.-:twu.rml-ﬂ
b ARTICLES OF ORDNANUE,

BUREAU oF ORDNANCE,

; NAVY DEPARTMENT,
Wasmingron Crry, Mareh 15, 1?7.
There will be sold a1 publicsuotion to thih
éal bidders, at noou, i URSDAY,

of April, 187, ulL the otfice of the [ns

Orduande, Navy Yary, Philadelpbis, Pentylva-

B ol e
[y} Al

hundred (700) Carblges breeoh m':ma..bous

twonty-five hundred (£500) l:lakﬂ&l" »d and

smooth bore, Guu Carrisgos olhar Hlores.

The articles will be in lots,
Termu, one-half oash in Government fands,
to be depoaited on the counclusion of thy sale,
and the ¥ lnder within ten deys

durlng which sne the asticles ve
Government, ‘ a
$18 1ALl Ubdat of




